CHAPTER VII
TRADE UNIONS
FROM the passing of the Combination Acts in 1799-1800
till their abolition in 1825, trade unions were, in the eyes of
the law/ illegal organizations, and the early unions of the
cotton operatives were founded amid great difficulties.
On pages 194-196 there will be found some very interest-
ing excerpts from the rules of what was probably the
first of the cotton spinners' unions, established in
Manchester in 1795. Preston was the cockpit for many
of the early struggles as to wages. Spinners' associations
were formed in Oldham and other centres, the Oldham
Province being established in 1843, and developing into
one of the most powerful trade unions in the country.
In 1880 the Bolton Association of self-actor spinners
united with the old hand-mule spinners' organization of
that town, and, the neighbouring associations of cotton
spinners and winders coming into line, there was estab-
lished the Bolton Province. The Amalgamated Associa-
tion of Operative Cotton Spinners of Lancashire and
adjoining counties was constituted in 1853, but it did
not become powerful until after 1870, when a new financial
basis was laid down. A union of the weavers of Great
Britain and Ireland had been founded in 1840, when the
Stockport strike took place, but this proved a very
imperfect union. In 1854' the weavers of Blackburn
became organized on a sound basis. Other associations
were formed in Preston, Darwen, Accrington, Colne,
Nelson, and other weaving centres; and in 1884 the
various operative weavers' associations became federated
in the Northern Counties' Amalgamated Association of
Weavers. In 1830 the hands in the card and blowing
rooms became organized, and they have grown into a
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